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was turning from the immediate political problem to social and
economic schemes for China. After his visit to Peking, Sun set up
his office of railway development in Shanghai. Imagination plays
with the idea that he chose the cosmopolitan Shanghai rather than
Peking or Nanking because, if a sudden crisis with Yuan arose, he
would be within the safe zone of a foreign concession; out there
may have been nothing more in the choice than, convenience and the
presence of his close friend Charlie Soong who became Treasurer
of the Railway Commission.
It has been said of Sun that he was a poor administrator; but
administration was never his role. Except for very brief periods
Sun never administered anything. As time went on Sun's attention
was concentrated more and more on social problems and in th&
American newspaper article his lifelong compassion for the under-
nourished and overworked masses of China comes again to the top:
"At present I am more interested in the social regeneration of my country
than I am in questions of party and politics. Having finished the task of
bringing about a political revolution, I am devoting my thought and energies
to the reconstruction of the country in its social, industrial and commercial
conditions. I have seen enough of the discord between capital and labour
in Western countries, and the misery that besets the multitudes of the poor,
that I am desirous of forestalling such conditions in China. With industrial
development there comes an increase of manufacturing, and with the change
of conditions there is a danger of widely separating the working classes and
those who possess the capital. I wish to see the masses of the people improved
in their conditions rather than to help a few to add power to themselves uatifc^
they become financial autocrats/'123
Meanwhile there was trouble between Yuan and his Cabinet. The
government needed money badly and hoped to borrow it from
abroad. As always* the struggle between autocracy, for Yuan meant
to make himself master of China, and democracy, for the republic
was an embryo democracy, hinged on finance. The cabinet would
not sanction foreign loans unless they had control over the expendi-
ture and the foreign Banking Consortium would not lend to Yiian
without his cabinet's authorisation. Rumours of discord spread,
especially in America, and China could not afford to be in ill-repute,
So Sun sent another encouraging report to an American newspaper,
perhaps unjustifiably encouraging. It was aimed at "the enemies
of the Chinese Republic" who spread false reports and at "foreign
IB-wishers**- Yiian was spoken of as "the strong, worthy leader of
his people" and the Chinese were represented as united. The need
for money was stated frankly and it was suggested that without a